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ABSTRACT 

This booklet (Practitioner's Guide), in both an 
English version and a Spanish version, is intended to help parents 
apply the findings of research to parental mediation of television 
viewing by their children, including gifted children. Research facts 
are briefly summarized and implications for the home are drawn. 
Suggestions for parents are offered, emphasizing the importance of 
purposeful selection of programs and the value of viewing programs 
with the child. (DB) 
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What Parents of Gifted Students Need To Know about... Television 



[and] 



Lo que los padres de estudiantes dotados necesitan saber sobre 

ver... television 
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By high school graduation, most children^ 
regardless of ability level, spend between 
\09c and 30^ more hours in front of the 
television set than in the classroom. 

Only 47c of all broadcast television and less 
than 87r of all public television 
programming is specifically created for school- 
age children; cable offers more quality 
selections. 

Gifted teens, and females in particular, are 
often poorly portrayed on television. 

Gifted preschool children typically watch 
Tiwo to three more hours of television per 
week than do other children of the same age, 
although once gifted children reach school age 
they watch less television than their peers. The 
existence of cable or VCRs does not increase 
the total amount of time gifted children spend in 
front of the television set. 

Gifted children are more active viewers than 
their peers. They are more involved in 
plot and stor\' lines, less influenced b\ violence, 
and more aware of advertising appeals and 
strategies. 

Information presented in this pamphlet is based on 
Abelman. R. (1992). Some children under some conditions: 
TV and the high potential kid (Report No. 9206). Stoits. CT: 
The National Research Center on the Gifted and Talented. 




What is the NRC/GT? 

The National Research Center on the Gifted and 
Talented (NRC/GT) is funded under the Jacob K. Javits 
Gifted and Talented Students Education Act, Office of 
Educational Research and Improvement, United States 
Department of Education. The mission of the NRC/GT 
is to plan and conduct theory-driven quality research 
that is problem-based, practice-relevant, and consumer- 
oriented. 

Products available from The National 
Research Center on the Gifted and 
Talented... 

Research-Based Decision Making Series 

These papers are designed to advise practitioners and 
policymakers about the most defensible practices that 
can be implemented based on accumulated research 
evidence. Papers in the Research-Based Decision 
Making Series are available in full length and executive 
summary formats. 

Research Monographs 

Research Monographs describe research studies 
completed by the NRC/GT. These comprehensive 
technical reports are available in full length and 
executive summary formats. 

Practitioners' Guides 

These tri-fold brochures feature easy-to-understand 
research findings coupled with practical implications for 
classrooms and homes on topics of interest to 
educators and parents. 

Wcfeo Training Tapes 

One-hour tapes are available of all our popular teacher 
training satellite broadcasts. Reproducible teacher 
resource guides are included with each tape. 

Resource Booklets 

These include information on various topics or sources 
of information in the field of gifted and talented 
education. 

Collaborative Research Studies 

Applied or action research is featured rather than a 
review of extant literature. They are available as full 
length papers and executive summaries. 

The University of Connecticut 
The National Research Center 
on the Gifted and Talented 
362 FairfjGld Road. U-7 
Storrs, CT 06269-2007 
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nvestigacidn: 



A I graduarse de High School, la mayona de 
los j6venes, a cualquier nivel de habilidad, 
han pasado entrc un 10 y un 30 per cienio mds de 
horas ante el televisor, que en el sal6n de clase. 

Solo un 4% dc los programas de televisi6n 
comercial y menos del 8% de los de 
televisi6n publica estin creados especiTica-mente 
para ninos en cdad escolar; el cable ofrece 
selecciones de calidad. 

La imagen que presenta la televisi6n de los 
adolescentes dotados -sobre todo de las 
mujeres- con frccuencia es desfavorable. 

Es caracteKstico que los ninos dotados. en 
cdad pre-cscolar, vean de dos a ties horas 
mis de televisidn scnnanal que otros ninos de su 
cdad; pero, cuando los dotados llegan a la edad 
escolar, ven menos tclevisi6n que sus 
companeros. La existencia del cable o de las 
videocaseteras no aumcnta el tiempo que los 
ni^os dotados pasan frente al televisor. 

Los ninos dotados son espectadores mds 
activos que sus companeros. Intervienen 
mis en el argumcnto y en las Ifneas de la 
historia, la violcncia influye menos en ellos, y 
son conscientes dc los atractivos y 
estrategias de la publicidad. 



La informacidn de este folleto se basa en: 
Abelman, R. (1992). Some children under some 
conditions: TV and the high potential kid (Informe 
9?n6). Storfs. CT; Centre Naclonal de Investigaci6n 
sobre lus Dotados y Talentosos (NRC/GT). 



Materiales en espanol, actualmente 
disponibles, de la Division de Educacidn 
para Dotados/Taientosos... 

Celebre a su hijo(a) 

Este folieto describe !as principales fomnas de 
conducta de los ninos con mucho talento. y da 
ejemplos dei modo en que se muestran en ninos 
pequenos. Incluye un Tomar nota," que los padres 
pueden usar para anotar las actividades de su nino(a) 
y que puede llevarse a las con*ferencias de padres/ 
maestros, para hablar de los servicios que mejor 
puedan estimuiar a sus hijos. 

Lo que los padres necesitan saber sobre lectores 
precoces 

Este breve folieto, elatX)rado por el Centre de 
Investigaci6n Nacional sobre Dotados/Talentosos, 
describe los m^todos de ciase y del hogar que 
prestan apoyo al lector precoz. 

Lo que los padres de estudlantes dotados 
necesitan saber acerca de ver televls^dn ' 

Este es otro fotletc> elaborado por el Centre de 
Investigaci6n Nacional sobre Dotados/Talentosos, 
que hace sugerencias a los padres sobre ta selecci6n 
de programas de television para sus hijos, y les da 
atgunas normas para usar la teievisi6n como 
instrumento de aprendizaje. 

Excelencia nacional: Motives para promover el 
talento norteamerlcano 

Este informe, publicado por el Departamento de 
Educaci6n de Los Estados Unidos, hace varias 
recomendaciones para el desarrotio de servicios que 
sean adecuados para jbvenes con talento 
extraordinario. El Resumen ejecutlvo del informe y el 
Pre^mbulo del Secretario de Educacibn, Richard 
Riley, son las unicas secciones que se han traducido. 

Agenda de Educacion de Texas 
Divisi6n de Educaci6n para Dotados/Talentosos 
1701 North Congress 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Este Folleto ha sido traducido de su versi6n original 
en Engl4s del Centro Nacional de InvestigaciOn sobre 
los Dotados y Talentosos. 



